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1948, six Regions

IHR 2005: 196 countries

Build and maintain capacity to detect and assess threats

Report transparently

Measures to stop spread to other countries

(Limit) travel and trade restrictions

WHO



promote health worldwide

primary health care 

improve access to essential medicines and health products (vaccines)

train the health workforce 

improve monitoring, data and information

Health emergencies

preparedness

support development of tools (lab testing)

detect and respond to acute health emergencies

support delivery of essential health services in fragile settings

antimicrobial resistance

elimination and eradication of high-impact communicable diseases (measles, rubella, polio,…)

Influenza vaccine program

WHO mission

https://www.who.int/emergencies/en/


Guidelines, technical reports

Situation reports

Knowledge exchange between countries

Global Research roadmap

accelerate the development, production and equitable access to vaccines, diagnostics and 

therapeutics for COVID-19

Solidarity clinical trial for COVID-19 treatments

WHO



The Beginning…..



Time line

9/1 Responsible pathogen is a coronavirus

10/1 Evidence at the time suggests “no or limited human-to-human 

transmission.” 

12/1 China shares full genetic sequence

19/1 WHO confirms limited human-to-human transmission



• 23/1: Lockdown Hubei 

• 28/1: Scientific Committee created, website info coronavirus.be

• 30/1: WHO declares PHEI (98 cases outside China)

• 2/2: repat 9 Belgians Wuhan

• 3/2: first positive case repat

• 9/2: WHO China Joint Mission

• 22/2: first Italian clusters, beginning Carnival Holidays

Time line
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29/2  WHO continues to advice against travel and trade restrictions

“WHO continues to engage with its Member States, as well as with international 

organizations and industries, to enable implementation of travel-related health measures 

that are commensurate with the public health risks, are effective and are implemented in 

ways which avoid unnecessary restrictions of international traffic during the COVID-19 

outbreak.”

Many countries banned travel of foreign travelers coming from China anyway:

e.g. 31/1 Italy

2/2   USA

WHO



• 1/3: second case (import France), end Holidays

• 1/3: advice to stay home if sick when returning from North-Italy

• 10/3: recommendation telework, events >1000 cancelled (267 cases)

• 11/3 : first confirmed death Belgium, WHO declares PANDEMIC

Time line



Time line



• 12/3: visitor stop nursing homes

• 13/3: closure schools, bars and restaurants, events, shops weekend (559 

cases, 3 deaths)

• 18/3: closure non-essential shops, companies, stay-at-home

• 2/4: WHO confirms that pre- and asymptomatic transmission is 

possible

> Importance of  this type of transmission becomes more and more evident

Time line



8/4: Mass testing, task force nursing homes

8/4: End lockdown Hubei (2,5 months)

16/4: new guidelines masks: cloth for public, surgical for all care personnel

4/5: business-to-business reopened (1,5 months)

10/5: social bubble expanded to 4 people

11/5: reopening shops

18/5: gradual reopening schools

5/6: WHO advices to wear masks in public

8/6: social bubble 10 people, reopening of bars and restaurants, audiences up to 200 people

15/6: travel within EU

1/7: variable bubble 15 people

Time line



13/7: start second wave

27/7: new measures National Security Council: bubble of 5 (fixed), gatherings of max 10

1/9: full start schools

21/9: start academic year Flanders

23/9: National Security Council

Time line



- Test, test, test….

- No masks in public > masks in public

- Clear warnings to countries

WHO takes clear positions



EU agency, 2005 

Support the European Commission and the Member States 

Prevention and control infectious diseases

strengthening the preparedness for cross-border health threats

surveillance, response, scientific advice, lab capacity, preparedness, public health training

Tackle antimicrobial resistance

Improve vaccine coverage in the EU

ECDC



Surveillance Tessy

Epidemiological reports

Situation updates

(Rapid) Risk assessments

Guidance and technical reports

interventions

Preparedness

PPE

Lab support

reagents

Protocols

EVD-Labnet

ECDC



Positive:

- Lab support

- Weekly webex meetings other EU countries: share experiences

Negative:

- Missed opportunity to harmonize travel advice and restrictions: 

- Belgium compiles its own subnational data

- ECDC stated that travel in EU would not lead to increased transmission

- Does not always take a clear position:

- Mask use in the community

- Travel advice

ECDC



ECDC Treath assessment



ECDC Treath assessment



Case definition 25 th February



Areas with presumed community transmission 2 March



Case definition for surveillance 2 March

WHO and ECDC: 

- Acute respiratory infection + travel from area with sustained transmission

- Acute respiratory infection + contact confirmed case

- Unexplained severe acute respiratory infection

Report to The European Surveillance System (TESSy)

Data have been collected since January 2020 



• Disease already with mandatory notification under ‘unusual threat’

• Procedure for case management for 2019-nCoV is developed and send to GP and hospital

• Diagnostic capacity for the 2019-nCoV in NRC (KULeuven) since 16/1

• Reference hospital (St Pieters (Brussels) and transport system for highly contagious 

respiratory patients do exist

• Diplobel published a warning on the website for travelers.

Preparedness 26 jan Belgium



• Epidemic intelligence (Rapid Signal Assessment) - Daily

• Epidemiological follow up - Daily

• Check lab capacity NRC KUL – 16/01/2020

• Procedure for case management – 16/01/2020

• Reference hospital (St Pieters (Brussels) and transport system for highly contagious 

respiratory patients 

• Diplobel published a warning on the website for travelers.

• Information on web – 17/01/2020 - https://epidemio.wiv-isp.be/ID/Pages/2019-

nCoV.aspx?PageView=Shared&InitialTabId=Ribbon.WebPartPage&VisibilityContext=WSSWe

bPartPage

• Risk Assessment – 20/01/2020

• Support for the letter/communication to health practitioners

• Two meetings of the RMG

Preparedness 26 jan Belgium

https://epidemio.wiv-isp.be/ID/Pages/2019-nCoV.aspx?PageView=Shared&InitialTabId=Ribbon.WebPartPage&VisibilityContext=WSSWebPartPage


Thanks for your attention


